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Wear a Surgical Mask Properly
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English Learning

This year has been a challenging one for both students and teachers alike. Even with the outbreak
of COVID-19, we have worked hard to ensure English lessons and activities can still take place,
albeit in a different format. The students have done well to adapt to this new environment and will
benefit from these experiences going forward. Here are some highlights from the year and how
they have been modified to allow them to continue during this period:

1. Online English Week
The theme of this year’s English Week was Clothes. Due to the pandemic and social-distancing
guidelines, all activities were held online. These activities included:

1. Penmanship Competition — To enter the competition, every student
was given a poem to re-write in their best cursive writing. Prizes were
awarded to the top 3 submissions for both junior and senior forms,
with an additional 4 students receiving merit awards in recognition of
their efforts.

ii. Question-and-Answer Games — Each day during English Week, students §

were asked to watch a video and answer the multiple choice question at the end.
The correct answer was then announced the following day, with prizes being §
awarded to all students that had answered correctly.

iii. Tongue Twister Challenge — During speaking lessons, students
were invited to read out some tongue twisters as quickly and as clearly
as they could in front of the class. Every student that attempted the
tongue twisters was given a prize.

iv. Acrostic Poem Writing Competition — Students learnt the features
of the acrostic poems in the lessons during the week. They were then
asked to work through examples and hand in their own poems related
to the theme. The best 3 poems from each level were selected and
shared online.

2. Vocational English Programmes

To help prepare for life beyond secondary school, 20 of our
S6 students joined the Vocational English Programme in
November, with 10 of them receiving a certificate in Vocation-
al English issued by the Vocational Training Council (VTC).
This is a Hong Kong Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 1
recognised programme that aims to enhance learner’s English
skills for effective communication in the workplace. The
listening and speaking modules they took include social inter- g
actions, workplace interactions and informative presentation
skills. In July, 20 students will attempt the QF level 2 course.

10 PRAEGEEHE | 2021 B



3. Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival

This year, entries for the Schools Speech Festival were submitted via
video. A total of 14 students from S2 to S6 put in many hours of practice
and gave the competition their best efforts. Over 90% of the participants
received certificates of Merit or Proficiency. The feedback from the
judges was very encouraging. This will give the students more confi-
dence and hopefully inspire even more students to give it a try next year.

4. Weekly Online English Corner Activities

At the beginning of every school week from January to June, a short video
has been posted in the English Corner of Google Classroom along with a
Google Forms quiz to test students’ comprehension skills. All students have
been encouraged to watch the clips and attempt the quizzes for a chance to
win prizes. The videos also aim to peak students’ interest by including a
variety of famous songs and popular children’s stories.

S. Use of Different Multimedia Platforms

Due to classes being held online throughout this school
year, students were asked to submit their homework to
Google Classroom by uploading photos of their work-
books. Not only did this allow for more timely feedback
from teachers, without the need for students to hand in
work to the school and collect it back again at a later
date, it also provided a great opportunity for students to
practice their IT skills by receiving assignments and
uploading files.

Some other learning activities that would normally be
done in small groups were adapted in order to follow
social distancing guidelines. This was made possible by
making good use of online platforms such as Quizlet,
Kahoot!, Survey Monkey, Google Forms, Wordhippo,
etc.
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